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Summary of Contents 
 This book is written so that Christian speakers will conclude evangelistic messages 
with and invitation to accept Christ.  Although the author leaves room for several types of 
invitations, he clearly prefers invitations that are immediate and public.   
 Streett starts by clarifying what speakers are inviting people to.  He uses scripture and 
Greek back ground to clarify terms.  By doing so he distinguishes between preaching and 
teaching.  He concludes clarification of “accepting the gospel” by saying that a person must 
repent, believe, and follow in order to “accept” Christ. 
 Streett justifies the public invitation in evangelism by citing occurrences of 
invitations in the Bible and in the History of Christianity.  Special attention is given to Billy 
Graham in particular.  As the most “successful” evangelist of all time, it is noteworthy that 
he always made public invitations when concluding a gospel message. 
 Streett answers those who criticize the use of invitation.  He justifies the use of 
invitations on the basis of the Bible, history, practical matters, logic, psychology, and its 
effect on observers. 
 The book concludes with practical instruction on how to make an invitation.  Streett 
takes you through five components of the process:  prayer, transitions, theological 
instruction, persuasion, and motivating themes.  Examples of invitations are included.  These 
examples include forms of hand raising, praying, standing, walking, and setting up 
appointments or class time.  He gives the positive and negative component of the various 
options one has in making an invitation.  A special note is made on making invitations with 
children, saying that age 5 is probably the earliest a person can accept Christ. 
 The role of music is briefly discussed.  Music can prepare hearts to receive a message 
and it can even be the main deliverer of the message itself.  Streett includes a list of 
recommended hymns during an invitation. 
 
Evaluation 
 This book has worthwhile insight for anyone who is exploring evangelism, 
particularly evangelism from a public speaker.  For the critic of invitations, this book will 
open them to the positive rational for doing as such.  For the supporter of invitations, this 
book will refine how they make an invitation. 
 The first four chapters of the book could have been written better.  It is not wise to 
start a book with a dry listing of Greek terminology.  Many of the definitions he gave did not 
support the direction of the book (for example the difference between a preacher and 
teacher).  His Biblical and Historical support was not as convincing as he makes it out to be.  
A list of narrative examples is lacking in conclusive authority even if Jesus or Billy used it to 
produce a fruitful harvest.  Although these examples did not conclude anything, it certainly 
justified the use of invitations. 
 Street’s makes solid appeals to logic which are followed by specific application.  It 
was extremely helpful to list several forms of application with an evaluation of each.  No set 
rule can be made about how to do an invitation or even that an invitation must be made, but 
Street effectively gives us some solid ways in which we can consider making application. 
 



Preparing an Invitation 
1. Prayer 

a. Ask for God to break your heart for the lost. 
b. For specific attendees who are unsaved 

2. Transition (use question or promise) 
a. Use a Question:  “What are you going to do about it?”  “You may be asking, 

‘what must I do?’” 
b. Use a Promise:  “This could be your day of new beginnings!” 

3. Theological Instruction 
a. Repent 
b. Believe 
c. Follow 

4. Persuade 
a. Christ is the only way 
b. Personal  

i. Address the individual, not the group 
ii. Use personal pronouns 
iii. Use a wooing voice, do not preach at this time 

5. Motivating Theme for the Sermon (such as a felt need or sense of urgency) 
 
Types of Invitations 
Delayed versions 

1. Meet in another room (the pastor goes there and waits) 
2. Set an appointment 
3. Sign follow up card 
4. Seeker classes 
5. Delayed alter call (announce it for next week) 

Immediate Versions 
1. Stand 
2. Raise hand 
3. Walk to front 
4. Repeat a prayer 
5. Eye contact with the pastor 
6. Progressive: pray, raise hand, then walk 
7. Inquiry room after an alter call 

 
Role of Music 

1. Prepares hearts 
2. Presents the gospel 
3. During alter call, it reiterates the gospel invitation 

 
Children Invitations 

1. Include:  God’s love, sin, Christ punished in substitute 
2. Invitation:  Same adult basics of repent, believe, follow 

 


