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Our Example in Evangelism is Jesus. 
 
Our humanity is not a problem in evangelism, it’s an asset.  Jesus shared God’s divine nature, but also 
shared our humanity.  It is Jesus then who provides for us the model of what it means to be human.  
Following his lead, we will not only take on more of God’s character but also find ourselves becoming 
more comfortable with our humanity.  As God frees us to be authentically human in the way he 
designed us, we’ll discover that evangelism will begin to flow naturally from who we are. 
 
How do we discover what it means to be authentically human?  We look at Jesus.  God sent his Son 
to communicate the Good News.  His strategy hasn’t changed.  He sends people before he sends 
tracts and techniques.   
 
In Jesus we have our model for how to relate to the world– openness and identification.  We must 
open our lives enough to let people see that we too laugh and hurt and cry.  His power and presence 
will come crashing through to the world as we let him live fully in every aspect of our lives.   
 
How can we relate to people in a way that will change the world?  Jesus did it two ways: by his radical 
identification with men and women and by his radical difference. As people discovered Jesus’ 
profound humanness, they began to recognize his deity.  It took both his radical identification and his 
radical difference to change the world.  So it will be with us. 
 
Besides demonstrating the love of God to seekers, there is nothing more important than drawing them 
to consider Jesus.  When they’re willing to take a fresh look at Jesus, the scales from their eyes begin 
to fall.  It’s fascinating to encounter the Jesus of the Gospels. 
 
If a disciple must first master the life of the Master, then we need to grapple in radical, accurate and 
penetrating ways with the Gospels as they reveal the person of Jesus.  Rereading the Gospels will 
strike us with a vastly different Jesus from the common stereotypes that people have about Christians.  
Jesus went to parties and weddings; he was invited to dinner and came.  He want where people were.  
He cared about building a sense of family.  He understood people and wanted to establish a rapport 
with them.  He let people know that he had a sense of who they were and that he appreciated them.  
He gave Simon a nickname; in Nathanial he recognized honesty.  He was approachable.  Children 
loved him.  His love was extravagant, almost reckless, never cautious or timid.  He talked of his 
Father’s endless love.  He made people feel welcome and that they had a place.  His life was a 
constant demonstration that there are only two things that really matter in this life: God and people.  
They are the only things that last forever. 
 
Another stereotype of Christians is that we care more about following rules and getting converts that 
we care about people and their pain.  Yet Jesus was profoundly compassionate.  He care deeply and 
was not afraid to show it.  He was profoundly committed to setting people free and making them 
whole.  He touched people at the deepest level.  He wanted to heal not only blindness and leprosy 
but also the things that prevent joy and beauty and freedom and justice. 



Jesus never concealed his tears.  He healed people because he cared about them, not merely so they 
would follow him.  After his resurrection, we find Jesus making his disciples a little breakfast. 
 
Another misconception is that Christians are judgmental and have little understanding or sympathy for 
the complexities of the human condition.  Yet Jesus was perceptive.  He saw beneath the layers in 
people and knew what they longed for, or really believed, but were afraid of revealing.  He touched 
the lepers which was critical for their emotional healing.  Jesus responded as he always did with total 
healing for the whole person.   
 
Wherever he went, he produced a crisis. He compelled individuals to decide, to make a choice. He 
made them confront both themselves and him.  The religious accused him of being a drunkard, a 
glutton and having tacky taste in friends.   
 
The only power that Jesus demonstrated was the power of servanthood.  Jesus put people into crisis 
by compelling them to do something.   
 
Another popular notion was that Jesus was tolerant of all religious positions.  Some people foist on 
him the modern view that all roads lead to God.  Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth and the life.” Jn. 
14:6 
 
He was confident, secure; he uttered commands – “come to me”; “follow me”, “drop your nets”.  He 
was hardly a victim of a poor self-image.  He believed he was the Son of God.  All these traits - his 
delightfulness, his compassion, his sensitivity, his passion, his ability to establish rapport as well as 
exasperate - sprang from the fundamental fact of his deity.  He said he was the: 
- Bread of Life 
- The Light of the World 
- The Resurrection and the Life 
He informed people that knowing him was the same as knowing God; seeing him was the same as 
seeing God; believing him was the same as believing God and receiving him was the same as receiving 
God. 
 
Jesus’ answers were most often simple.  He said he was the Lord, he knew it; he lived like it; he acted 
life it.   He wanted people to respond accordingly. 
 
As we study the life and person of Jesus, we will get many insights into how to relate to the Gospel to 
a lost and dying world. 


